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Dr. Lawanda Ravoira is a national expert, author, researcher and training on issues specific to justice-involved girls.  She is currently serving as the Director of the National Council on Crime and Delinquency’s (NCCD) Center for Girls and Young Women in Jacksonville, Florida.  The NCCD Center for Girls and Young Women is a division of NCCD which is headquartered in Oakland, California, the oldest research and policy organization in the country.  This center provides advocacy, assessments, training, technical assistance, research and evaluations.  

Additionally, Dr. Ravoira is leading the Justice for Girls Campaign, a major reform effort in Florida for girls and young women in the juvenile justice system through the Center’s partnership with Children’s Campaign, Inc.  Children’s Campaign, Inc. is a cutting-edge advocacy organization devoted to improving public policy and making children a top priority in the State of Florida and nationally.  Funded by The Florida Bar Foundation, the Justice for Girls reform initiative has culminated in the publication of the Justice for Girls: Blueprint for Action, a state of the art blueprint of services for the State of Florida and a model for the nation.  Dr. Ravoira is the author of the Blueprint for Action (2009).
 

Dr. Ravoira was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist to serve as the Co-Chair and special advisory to the State of Florida Blueprint Commission. She was likewise appointed to serve as co-chair to the State’s Girls Advisory Committee.  In 2004, she authored and was successful in the passage of HB 1989 which amends the juvenile justice statutes and requires gender specific services to girls in the justice system. Florida became the second state in the nation to pass such groundbreaking legislation.

Funded by the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Dr. Ravoira has just completed a major research project with the National Council on Crime and Delinquency.  The findings and recommendations for systemic reform were outlined in the recently released research report entitled, A Rallying Cry for Change: Charting a New Direction in the State of Florida’s Response to Girls in the Juvenile Justice System.   This research will serve as the foundation for the Florida reform effort.

For over 13 years, Dr Ravoira served as the President & CEO of PACE Center for Girls, Inc., a state wide not-for-profit organization that provides gender responsive, comprehensive educational, therapeutic and transitional support services to 4,500 at risk girls annually.  In August, 2005, she transitioned as President & CEO in order to focus on the statewide and national reform efforts for girls in the justice system. At the request of the State Board of Trustees she served as a senior consultant during the succession transition period. In this capacity, Dr. Ravoira administered the state and national external legislative and advocacy work of PACE and the PACE Institute.  Headquartered in Jacksonville with 20 centers (including the Pre-Teen Center) throughout Florida, PACE has proven to be highly effective with girls in the justice system. Ninety six percent of the girls who exhibited risk factors for criminal activity remained crime free.  

Dr. Ravoira is committed to organizational excellence and outcomes that make a positive difference in the lives of girls and young women who are in or at risk of entering the juvenile justice system.  Under her leadership at PACE, the following accomplishments are noteworthy:

· Annual budget increased from $900,000 to $18 million

· Expanded from 3 centers to 20 centers statewide (19 Teen Centers & 1 Pre-Teen Center) 

· Increased students served to 4,500 annually

· Recognized as the national model for girls programming 

· 94% success rate (only 6% recidivism)

· Convened National Girls Caucus advocacy organization and served as Board President

· Implemented the PACE Institute (provides training and advocacy nationally)

· Developed and worked for the successful passage of HB 1989 which amends State of Florida juvenile justice statutes to require gender responsive services. Florida is the second state in the nation to have this groundbreaking legislation.

Prior to her tenure at PACE, she was the Director of Program Services for the National Network of Runaway and Youth Services in Washington, DC.  Additionally, she served as an administrator with Covenant House/Florida, Ft. Lauderdale, an international child-caring agency that provides residential and non-residential services to homeless and runaway youth.  In this position, Dr. Ravoira was responsible for the administration of the residential and non-residential programming for males and females, including the adolescent pregnancy and parenting program.  Previous experience includes working as a social worker with inner city youth in New York City with Catholic Guardian Society. 

She has served as an Advisory Board Member, Jacksonville Community Fund, Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Community Building Initiative since 1999 and serves on the executive committee of the Florida Juvenile Justice Association and the Children’s Campaign Board of Directors.  She was the founding chair of the National Girls Caucus and the First Coast Girls’ Initiative.  

Dr. Ravoira authored Social Bonds and Teen Pregnancy, Greenwood Publishing, 1992; National Girls Caucus, Journal  of the Office of JJDP, VI, #1, 1999; Ravoira, L. & Patino, V. Translating Research Findings into Effective Gender Responsive Services and Intervention for Girls in the Juvenile Justice System, IMPACT: A multidisciplinary Journal Addressing the Issues of Urban Youth, (2008, Fall)Vol. 2:No.2, University of California, Berkeley, Goldman School of Public Policy, pps. 3-23; Ravoira, Patino, & Wolf, A Rallying Cry for Change (2006), NCCD; Justice for Girls: Blueprint for Action; Children’s Campaign, Inc. (2009), among other publications and has extensive teaching and research experience.  She holds a Doctorate in Public Administration, Master’s in Allied Health, and a Bachelor’s in Sociology.
Dr. Ravoira was the recipient of the prestigious 2002 Anthony Gruppo Memorial Women’s National Leadership Award presented by the Child Welfare League of America at the Women’s Leadership Conference in San Diego, January 2003.  This award recognizes leaders for their work in advocacy and services for children.  

In May 2006, she was honored by the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women, Women’s Center of Jacksonville, and Women’s Digest with the Spirit of Rosie the Riveter Pioneer Award.  This award recognizes women who have proven themselves in the workplace, broken down barriers, and entered non-traditional careers.

In December, 2006 the Mayor’s Commission of the Status of Women selected Dr. Ravoira as one of the 2007 Women’s History Month poster honorees based on her outstanding contributions to the Jacksonville, Florida community.

In May 2007, Dr. Ravoira received the State of Florida’s Faces of Courage Award for her leadership and commitment to girls in juvenile justice. 

In June 2007, the National Council on Crime and Delinquency selected Dr. Ravoira for the Albert Elias Award for 2007 recognizing individuals who have made significant and outstanding contributions to juvenile justice.

In February 2008, she received the Florida Juvenile Justice Association Advocate of the Year award for her work with girls in the justice system.

In October 2008, Girls, Inc. honored Dr. Ravoira with the Women of Vision award.
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